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QAIT-BEY 1468-96 A.D.

the beginning of
the reign of Qait-Bey commences the most
splendid epoch in the history of Muslim
Architecture in Egypt, for it presents in a
culminated form the architecture of the
entire Mamluke period.    Sultan Qait-Bey
reigned for nearly twenty-nine years, a
period which is longer than  any of his
predecessors since Sultan Qalawun.   Like
most of the Circassian Sultans Qait-Bey
worked his way up from a slave to the
most successful war-like monarch of his
line.    He combined along with judgment,
insight, decision and experience, colossal
energy,  courage  and  immense   physical
strength.   With all this he is undoubtedly
the greatest of all the Mediaeval building-
rulers of Egypt and Syria.   He taxed the
rich people with remorseless severity and
used this income for those monuments and
public works in Egypt, Syria and Arabia
for which his reign has become so eminent,
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